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IN MEMORIAM

YOKO WAKABARA
(1933-2006)

Yoko Wakabara was born in the Island of 
Hokaido, North of Japan, in the 23th of April 
of 1933. Came to Brazil with 3 years old 
from the port of Kobe arriving in the port of 
Santos, São Paulo, on the 28th of December 
of 1936. From the littoral city of Santos, the 
family came to the large capital - São Paulo. 
There, she coursed the high school in the 
Fernão Dias Paes School, Pinheiros. Before 
she started her studies on Natural History in 
the University of São Paulo (USP), she worked 
as a dressmaker. During her studies in the 
university, she had great influence of Dra. 
Tagea Bjonberg, specialist in copepods. Yoko 
got a researcher position in the Oceanographic 
Institution at University of São Paulo (IO/USP) 
in the 14th of July of 1962 and just before 
that she has been naturalized as a Brazilian 
citizen. She finished her Master Degree in 
the second semester of 1969 (Wakabara, 
1969) and her Ph.D in 02.01.1972 (Wakabara, 1972); both studies dealed 
mainly with amphipod taxonomy as well as descriptive ecological aspects 
of the group. As a researcher of the Oceanographic Institution of the São 
Paulo University, Yoko was involved in many benthic ecological works in 
areas as Cananéia, Ubatuba, and São Sebastião Channel together with some 
collaborators as Airton Tararam, Fosca P. Leite, Maria Teresa Valério-Berardo 
and Maurea Flynn. The focus on amphipod biodiversity has been always 
present. Even with a large coast line (around 8500 km) not many researchers 
have specialized in amphipod taxonomy in Brazil by that time (1970), which 
made the task of identifying these creatures even harder. After Lejune de 
Oliveira, from Instituto Oswaldo Cruz, who worked between 1940-1950 with 
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amphipods from the Guanabara Bay, Rio de Janeiro, Yoko was a pioneer in 
the taxonomy of several amphipod groups as Ampeliscidae, Liljeborgidae, 
Melitidae, etc. Other topics of interest were taxonomy of Cephalocarida and 
Leptostraca, feeding type in fishes and marsupial development in amphipods. 
She was also working in the Brazilian Antarctic Program where two papers 
on amphipod taxonomy were published (Wakabara et al. 1990; 1995). 

As a Japanese person, Yoko was very discrete and not an expansive 
person. On the other hand after she gets to know the person, she was always 
very kind and attentious. Yoko never got married and had no kids, but she 
had nephews that were treated as her own kids. 

I have the pleasure to know Yoko in 1993, by the time I started my 
master degree studies on amphipods associated to Dysidea fragilis, a common 
sponge occurring in the area of Arraial do Cabo, Rio de Janeiro. She was 
very friendly and by that time was the only person, apart from one or two 
students of her, who could identify amphipods in Brazil. After that, came 
the Catalog of Crustacea of Brazil, organized by Paulo Young, where we 
both compiled the information of the gammarideans and caprellideans from 
Brazil (Wakabara & Serejo, 1998) and started than a promising partnership 
within this field and a very nice friendship. 

After retired from the Oceanographic Institution in 13.08.1996, Yoko 
was invited to work in the Santa Úrsula University (USU), and integrate the 
permanent committee of professors in the Master Program of Sciences of the 
Sea of that University from 1997-2000. In this course she was responsible for 
the discipline Phytal Ecossistem. She taught also in the Biological Sciences 
undergraduate course, helping in the discipline of Marine Benthos. Still 
in Santa Úrsula University, Yoko developed research projects in the area 
of Amphipoda taxonomy and ecology of benthos, doing also some reports 
on marine environment consulting especially in the areas of the Campos, 
Espírito Santo e Santos Basins. During this time, Yoko guided Claudia 
Roscio Pascual, Master degree student of the Master Program of Sciences 
of the Sea and contributed immensely in this course as an inspiration for 
new students in the area of benthos marine science. 

Yoko was a productive researcher for her time, in 37 years of scientific 
career she published 41 articles and one book chapter. Also, three species 
of amphipods were named after her (see below).

In the end of 2005, Yoko find out she had a cancer in the pancreas, 
which is a very hard one to extirpate. She fought against the disease for 
months and was very brave. She did not give up on life, even knowing she 
has few time left. In the day of 06.10.2006 Yoko passed away and left the 
actual Brazilian amphipodologist community orphan. 
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Scientific articles published by Yoko Wakabara and collaborators from 
1969-2006

FLYNN, M. N., TARARAM, A. S. & WAKABARA, Y. 1996. Effects of habitat 
complexity on the structure of macrobenthic association in a Spartina 
alterniflora marsh. Revista Brasileira de Oceanografia, 44 (1): 9-21. 

FLYNN, M. N., VALÉRIO-BERARDO, M. T. & WAKABARA, Y. & MIYAGI, V. K. 1999. 
Prelimnary study of the spatial distribution of the benthic macrofauna of 
São Sebastião Channel, Southeastern Brazil. Oceanides, 14(2): 97-111.

FLYNN, M. N., WAKABARA, Y. & TARARAM, A. S. 1998. Macrobenthic as-
sociations of the lower and upper marshes of a tidal flat colonized by 
Spartina alterniflora in Cananéia region (Southeastern Brazil). Bulletin 
of Marine Science, 63(2): 427-442.

JOLY, A. B., SEMIR, J. & WAKABARA, Y. 1978. Brazilian deep-water marine 
algae: additions to the Brazilian flora V. Claudea elegans (Delesseria-
ceae – Rhodophyta). Revista Brasileira de Botânica, 1: 125-129.

LEITE, F. P. P., TARARAM, A. S. & WAKABARA, Y. 1980. Composição e dis-
tribuição da fauna de Gammaridea na região da Enseada da Fortaleza 
- Ubatuba, Estado de São Paulo. Boletim do Instituto Oceanográfico 
de São Paulo, 29(2): 297-299. 

LEITE, F. P. P. & WAKABARA, Y. 1989. Aspects of marsupial and post-marsupial 
development of Hyale media (Dana, 1853) (Hyalidae: Amphipoda). Bul-
letin of Marine Science, 45(1): 85-97. 

LEITE, F. P. P., WAKABARA, Y. & Tararam, A. S. 1986. On the morphological 
variations in oostegites of gammaridean species (Amphipoda). Crusta-
ceana, 51(1): 77-94. 

RIBEIRO, M. A. G., WAKABARA, Y. & FLYNN, M. N. 1997. Trophic relation-
ships of small-sized estuarine fishes of Cananéia (Southeastern Brazil). 
Oceanides, 12(1): 29-40.

SEREJO, C. S., WAKABARA, Y. & VALÉRIO-BERARDO, M. T. 2000. Taxonomy 
and geographic distribution of Ampelisca (Amphipoda: Gammaridea) 
from the Brazilian coast. Polskie Archiwum Hydrobiologia, 47: 495-510.

SEREJO, C. S. & WAKABARA, Y. 2003. The genus Valettiopsis (Gammaridea: 
Lysianassidae) from the Southwestern Atlantic, collected by the R/V 
Marion Dufresne. Zoosystema, 25 (2), 187-196.

TARARAM, A. S., MESQUITA, H. S. L., WAKABARA, Y. & PERES, C. A. 1990. 
Food ingestion and assimilation by Hyale media (Dana, 1853) (Crustacea-
Amphipoda). Boletim do Instituto Oceanográfico, 38(1): 11-21. 

TARARAM, A. S. & WAKABARA, Y. 1981. The mobile fauna especially Gam-
maridea of Sargassum cymossum. Marine Ecology Progress Series, 5: 
157-163.
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TARARAM, A. S. & WAKABARA, Y. 1982. Notes on the feeding of Blennius 
cristatus Linnaeus from a rocky pool of Itanhaém, São Paulo state. 
Boletim do Instituto Oceanográfico, 31(2): 1-3.

TARARAM, A. S. & WAKABARA, Y. 1987.   Benthic fauna living on Spartina 
alterniflora of Canadia estuarine region (25o 02’S - 47o 56’W). Boletim 
do Instituto Oceanográfico, 35(2): 103-113. 

TARARAM, A. S.; WAKABARA, Y. & Equi, M. B. 1993. Hábitos alimentares 
de onze espécies da megafauna bêntica da plataforma continental de 
Ubatuba. Publicação Especial do Instituto Oceanográfico, 10: 159-167. 

TARARAM, A. S.; WAKABARA, Y. & FLYNN, M. M. 1996. Suprabenthic com-
munity of the Cananéia Lagoon estuarine region. Cahier de Biologie 
Marine, 37: 295-308. 

TARARAM, A. S.; WAKABARA, Y. & LEITE, F. P. P. 1978. Notes on Parhyale 
hawaiensis (Dana). Crustacea-Amphipoda. Bulletin of Marine Science, 
28: 782-786.

TARARAM, A. S.; WAKABARA, Y. & LEITE, F. P. P. 1986. Vertical distribu-
tion of amphipods living on algae of a Brazilian intertidal rocky shore. 
Crustaceana, 51(2): 183-187. 

TARARAM, A. S.; WAKABARA, Y & MESQUITA, H. S. L. 1985. Feeding habits of 
Hyale media (Dana,1853) (Crustacea: Amphipoda). Boletim do Instituto 
Oceanográfico, 33(2): 193-199. 

VALÉRIO-BERARDO, M. T.; FLYNN, M. N. & WAKABARA, Y. 2000a. Density 
and diversity patterns of a shelf amphipoda Taxocoenosis in Ubatuba, 
southeastern Brazil. Oceanides, 15 (2): 117-127.

VALÉRIO-BERARDO, M. T.; FLYNN, M. N. & WAKABARA, Y. 2000b. Strucutre 
and dynamics of a shelf amphipod taxocoenosis in southeastern Brazil. 
Bulletin of Marine Science, 66 (1): 59-72.

VALÉRIO-BERARDO, M. T.; FLYNN, M. N. & WAKABARA, Y. 2000c. Patterns of 
distribution based on the life style of amphipods from the sub-tropical 
shelf of Ubatuba, southeastern Brazil. Polskie Archiwum Hydrobiologia, 
47: 533-539.

VALÉRIO-BERARDO, M. T., SEREJO, C. S., & WAKABARA, Y. 2005. Description 
of two new species of Ampelisca (Crustacea, Amphipoda, Ampeliscidae) 
from Southwestern Atlantic, with a key for Brazilian species of the 
genus. Nauplius, 13(2): 115-126.

VALÉRIO-BERARDO, M. T. & WAKABARA, Y. 2006. Ampeliscidae from the 
Brazilian coast. Record of Ampelisca burkey Barnard & Thomas, 1989 
and descriptions of two news species of Ampelisca (Crustacea, Amphi-
poda). Zootaxa, 1286: 1-14. 

WAKABARA, Y. 1965. On Nebalia from Brazil. (Leptostraca). Crustaceana, 
9(3), 245-248.
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WAKABARA, Y. 1969. Sobre alguns Gammaridea (Crustacea: Amphipoda) da 
região de Ubatuba. M. Sc. Thesis. Instituto Oceanográfico, Universidade 
de São Paulo, 52 pp.

WAKABARA, Y. 1970. Hutchinsoniella macracantha Sanders, 1955 (Cepha-
locarida) from Brazil. Crustaceana, 19(1): 102-103. 

WAKABARA, Y. 1972. Espécies da família Gammaridae (Crustacea: Amphi-
poda) entre as latitudes 03°23’ e 38°05’S do Atlântico Ocidental. Ph.D. 
Thesis, Instituto Oceanográfico, Universidade de São Paulo, 87 pp.

WAKABARA, Y. 1976. Paranebalia fortunata n.sp. from New Zealand (Crus-
tacea, Leptostraca, Nebaliacea). Journal of the Royal Society of New 
Zealand, 6(3): 297-300. 

WAKABARA, Y.; FLYNN M. N. & TARARAM, A. S. 1996. Ingestion and selec-
tion of suprabenthic crustaceans by small-sized fishes In: A lower salt 
marsh systems.   Revista Brasileira de Oceanografia, 44(2): 89-103. 

WAKABARA, Y. & LEITE, F. P. P. 1977. Heterophlias seclusus Shoemaker, 
1933 (Amphipoda, Phliantidae) from the Brazilian coast. Crustaceana, 
33: 90-96.

WAKABARA, Y. & MIZOGUCHI, S. M. 1976. Record of Sandersiella bathyalis 
Hessler & Sanders, 1973 (Cephalocarida) from Brazil. Crustaceana, 
30(2): 220-221. 

WAKABARA, Y.; REZENDE, E. K. & TARARAM, A. S.1982. Amphipods as one 
of the main food components of three pleuronectiformes from the 
continental shelf of south Brazil and north Uruguay. Marine Biology, 
68(1): 67-70. 

WAKABARA, Y.   & SEREJO, C. S. 1999. Amathillopsidae and Epimeriidae 
(Crustacea, Amphipoda) from bathyal depths of the Brazilian coast. 
Zoosystema, 21(4): 625-646.

WAKABARA, Y.; TARARAM, A. S.; & FLYNN, M. N. 1993. Importance of the 
macrofauna for the feeding of young fish species from the infra littoral 
of Cananéia Lagoon-Estuarine Region (25o 02’S - 47o 56’N) Brazil. 
Boletim do Instituto Oceanográfico, 41(1/2): 39-52. 

WAKABARA, Y.; TARARAM, A. S. & MIYAGI, V. K. 1995. The amphipod fauna 
of the west Antarctic region (South Shetland Islands and Bransfield 
Strait). Polskie Archiwum Hydrobiologia, 42(4): 347-365.

WAKABARA, Y.; TARARAM, A. S. & TAKEDA, A. M. 1983. Comparative study 
of the amphipod fauna living on Sargassum of two Itanhaém shores, 
Brazil. Journal of Crustacean Biology, 3(4): 602-607.

WAKABARA, Y.; TARARAM, A. S., VALÉRIO-BERARDO, M. T. & LEITE, F. P. P. 
1988. Liljeborgiidae (Amphipoda - Gammaridea) from the southeastern 
coast of Brazil. Relatório Interno do Instituto Oceanográfico da Uni-
versidade de São Paulo, 23: 1-10.
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WAKABARA, Y.; TARARAM, A. S., VALÉRIO-BERARDO, M. T. & DULEBA, W. 
1991. Gammaridean and caprellidean fauna from Brazil. Hydrobiologia, 
223: 69-77.

WAKABARA, Y.; TARARAM, A. S., VALÉRIO-BERARDO, M. T. & OGIHARA, R. 
M. 1990. Records of Amphipoda collected during I and III Brazilian 
Antarctic Expeditions. Relatório Interno do Instituto Oceanográfico da 
Universidade de São Paulo, 30: 1-9.

Book chapter

WAKABARA, Y. & SEREJO, C. S. 1998. Malacostraca – Peracarida. Amphipoda. 
Gammaridea and Caprellidea: 561- 594. In: P. S. Young. (ed.). Catalogue 
of Crustacean of Brazil. Série Livros 6, Museu Nacional, 720pp. 

Species of amphipod named after Yoko Wakabara

Apohyale wakabarae (Serejo, 1999)
Ampelisca wakabarae Valério-Berardo, 2008
Curidia wakabarae Souza-Filho & Serejo, 2008

CRISTIANA SILVEIRA SEREJO

Museu Nacional/UFRJ, Departamento de Invertebrados, 
Quinta da Boa Vista s/n, Rio de Janeiro, 20940-040, Brazil


